
❖ Research to understand better how 

attitudes of domestic violence are 

informed by religious beliefs and to 

explore associations with psychological 

factors (intergenerational violence, 

trauma, personality disorders, etc.).

❖ Research to identify how religious beliefs 

can serve as a deterrent to becoming 

abusive or as a coping and healing 

mechanism for perpetrators and 

victims/survivors respectively.

❖ Research to explore the effectiveness of 

faith-based interventions internationally 

and to develop a faith-based perpetrator 

treatment programme. 

❖ Research to understand the level of 

integration of religio-cultural parameters in 

secular domestic violence sectors and to 

identify ways to improve integration. 

RESEARCH

A decolonial impact-oriented approach: Our main premise is that meaningful and impactful interventions emerge when they are designed from the ground up 
informed by empirical evidence and real-life experiences

How Do We Work?

The project works through partnerships with academic and non-

governmental organisations in the project countries, including Aksum

University (Aksum, Ethiopia), the St Frumentius Abba Selama Kessate

Berhan Theological College (Mekelle, Ethiopia), the Ethiopian Women

Lawyers Association (Addis Ababa, Ethiopia), the Ethiopian Orthodox

Church Development and Inter-Church Aid Commission (Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia), Diversity Resource International (Brighton, UK) and its sister-

branch Waniney (Asmara, Eritrea), the University of Bristol (Bristol, UK) and

the University of Sheffield (Sheffield, UK).

Strategies

KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE

❖ Communication of research results to 

relevant stakeholders through 

meetings and personal outreach.

❖ Publication of working papers and a 

blog to achieve knowledge 

exchange and to promote cross-

sectoral collaboration. 

❖ Delivery of regular webinars and 

international conferences on 

specialised topics that are targeted at 

multiple stakeholders to promote 

more integrated approaches to 

domestic violence.

❖ Production of films to create 

awareness and improve multi-

stakeholder and public understanding 

of domestic violence and the 

complex intersections with religious, 

socio-cultural, psychological and 

migration-related parameters.

ENGAGEMENT & INTEGRATION

❖ Workshops with clergy to provide them with 

theological, ethnographic and safeguarding 

training to respond to domestic violence 

better.

❖ Workshops with secular providers 

(government and non-governmental 

organisations, social workers, psychologists, 

etc.) to raise awareness about the complex 

role of religio-cultural parameters in domestic 

violence and how to integrate those 

constructively in their own work.

❖ Curriculum development with university and 

theology instructors to integrate gender issues 

and domestic violence in education and 

clergy training and preparation for service. 

❖ Partnerships with constituent organisations, 

including religious bodies, government and 

domestic violence providers to strengthen 

existing infrastructure 

Milestones achieved so far

2 literature reviews completed (1 academic paper under 

review)

4 language translations on the website published

5 working papers published 

6 international webinars organized in 2020-2021

7 workshops on domestic violence with clergy delivered 

in Ethiopia in 2021

128 members subscribed on the project’s 

multistakeholder platform

154 clergy trained on domestic violence in 2021

5,219 website views since April 2021

Dr Romina Istratii - SOAS, University of London

Project dldl/ድልድል: A research and innovation project dedicated to the development and 

strengthening of religio-culturally sensitive, domestic violence alleviation systems 

in Ethiopia, Eritrea and the UK

Project dldl/ድልድል is a research and innovation project dedicated to the
development and strengthening of religio-culturally sensitive, domestic
violence alleviation systems in Ethiopia, Eritrea and the UK. The project
seeks to promote a decolonial approach to addressing domestic violence
in religious communities by engaging substantively with the religio-cultural
belief systems of the victims/survivors and the perpetrators, and by
understanding how these belief systems interface with gender, material
and psychological parameters to facilitate or deter domestic violence.
Working with Ethiopian and Eritrean collaborators, and rural and urban
communities, the project seeks to generate new research and intervention
approaches, and to apply this knowledge to inform strategies for
integrating in domestic violence services and better-supporting affected
ethnic minority and migrant populations in the UK.

What is project dldl/ድልድል？

Outcomes 

Impact

Who is involved in the project?

Serving as a bridge across disciplines, sectors and stakeholders

Follow Us/Subscribe  

• Home - Project dldl/ድልድል

• Vimeo Account

• DV-Gender-Faith mailing list 
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https://projectdldl.org/
https://vimeo.com/projectdldl
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=DV-GENDER-FAITH#:~:text=The%20list%20is%20intended%20for,domestic%20violence%20in%20religious%20communities.

